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NEWSLETTER OF THE MONTEREY PENINSULA QUILTERS GUILD MPQG.ORG

Libby Williamson

From Here, There, and Everywhere


A lways an artist, Libby Williamson was raised in a world 
of fabric scraps and yarn, pins and needles, paint, Elmers 
Glue, and a whole lot of Scotch Tape. She was taught fine 

needle crafts and quilting techniques but quickly abandoned 
traditional piecing, finding her passion and freedom in mixed-
media art. Libby trained in college as a printmaker and this passion 
with surface design continues to inform her work today. 

Libby will share her lecture, From Here, 
There, and Everywhere with us via Zoom. 
Her trunk show will outline her 
adventures in art quilting, the history of 
what she has learned, and where she is 
today. Mixed media quilts using a variety 
of unusual materials and techniques will 
be highlighted. Her website is:  
https://libbywilliamson.com


Chris Beach and Susan Stoney, Programs Co-Chairs

rabbitbeach2000@gmail.com / sgstoney@gmail.com


General Meeting is Monday, November 4th  
Zoom only meeting!

MPQG Calendar

• November 4 - Zoom Only 


Meeting starts at 6:30 PM

Speaker: Libby Williamson

Lecture: From Here, There, and 
Everywhere


• November 9 & 10, Saturday &  
Sunday - In-person Workshop

9:30 AM- 3:30 PM

Oldemeyer Center, Seaside

Libby Williamson - Wonky Sisters

ONLY 3 spots left!


•  November 21, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM   
Sewcial on Thursday, at the 
Oldemeyer Center.


• December 9 @ 6:30 PM 

	 Winter Social & Fundraiser at the 
	 Meals on Wheels Community Center

	 700 Jewell Avenue, Pacific Grove 


• January 6, 2025 - Zoom Only

Meeting starts at 6:30 PM

Speaker: Kelly Ashton

Lecture: Sixty Degrees of Inspiration

Inside MPQG

http://mpqg.org
https://libbywilliamson.com
mailto:rabbitbeach2000@gmail.com
mailto:sgstoney@gmail.com


Pines & Needles November 2024 Page 2

T he month of 
Thanksgiving is 
upon us and I’d 

like to share a few of the 
things that I’m grateful for:


• The years of 
inspiration, dedication, 
and marvelous fabric that 
Gail Abeloe gave us at 
Back Porch Fabrics.


• The fact that Back Porch lives on, thanks to 
the marvelous energy of Claudia Sammis.


• The selection of speakers and workshops 
that continue to be fantastic (Wasn’t Jody 
Alexander fascinating?)


• Having a great MPQG board to work with. 


• Our beautiful surroundings and sense of 
community here on the central coast.


Recently I was invited to “Party With a Heart” 
put on by Community Human Services. The 
party was to show their appreciation for all who 

contributed to support Shuman HeartHouse 
and Casa de Noche Buena and I was there to 
represent all of you. Every person I spoke to 
had such appreciation for your quilts! 


The Houston International Quilt Festival 
award winners can be found at: https://
www.quilts.com/quilt-festival/judged-show-
winners-2024/. As always, there are some 
amazing quilts at this show.


Libby Williamson, a marvelous fiber artist is 
our next speaker on Zoom November 4th, and 
is also teaching our workshop November 9th 
and 10th. We’re all looking forward to the 
Winter Social Holiday Party on December 9th.


Please keep reading as we have a lot going on! 

 
With gratitude, 

President’s Letter – November 2024

🦃Joan Costello, President

831-247-1907

beachbreak1250@gmail.com

Officers Coordinators

President – Joan Costello Activities – Laura Lawrence

Vice President – Kathrin Brown Communications – Christi Sutphen

Secretary – Elaine Seely Community Outreach – Carole Brower 

Treasurer – Carol Anne Inceoglu Membership – Loreen Kinney

Website Link to the MPQG Organizational Chart: 
https://www.mpqg.org/_files/ugd/
3c7d86_a457501c162b47e494921ca97fa65e14.pdf

Programs – Christine Beach & Susan Stoney

Your Board is here to serve you, we cherish your input. If you have any suggestions, comments or interest in 
volunteering, please contact the appropriate board member. Board meetings are open to all members, please 
contact Christi Sutphen (christi@sutphenstudio.com) if you want the Zoom link.

2024-2025 Board of Directors

https://www.quilts.com/quilt-festival/judged-show-winners-2024/
https://www.quilts.com/quilt-festival/judged-show-winners-2024/
https://www.quilts.com/quilt-festival/judged-show-winners-2024/
https://www.mpqg.org/_files/ugd/3c7d86_a457501c162b47e494921ca97fa65e14.pdf
mailto:barmailto:christi@sutphenstudio.com
mailto:beachbreak1250@gmail.com
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Libby Williamson

2-day, In-person Workshop


Wonky Sisters

November 9th and 10th


at the Oldemeyer Center

9:30 AM - 3:30 PM


Three spots left 

so sign up while you can!


This joyful class is filled with color, music, laughter, and 
chocolate! Come play with Libby and make some 
magical Wonky Sisters with as many wrinkles as you 
desire! Have no worries about creating anatomically 
correct facial proportions. We will loosen up by painting 
quick sketches and then choose your favorites. The 
wonkier, the better! Sewing by machine and hand will 
secure the collages and add intriguing texture. Libby’s 
approach to free-motion sewing is very loose and 
forgiving (and fussy quilting rules will be broken). 

We hope to see you there!

In-Person Workshop

Pines & Needles is available online at 
www.mpqg.org. Articles are due on the 16th of the 
prior month. Please email items to the editor, 
Carmay Knowles, carmay@comcast.net

The subject line should read as follows: MPQG 
Month: Title/Info; for example: MPQG December: 
Winter Social. The Pines & Needles newsletter editor 
reserves the right to edit all submissions for content, 
length, or otherwise for publication. 

Member Advertising Rates per Issue: Business Card 
$5.00; 1/4 page ad $10.00; 1/2 page ad $18.50; and 

full page ad $30.00. Annual rates are available. 
Advertisers should be quilting-related businesses. 


Privacy Policy 

Any contact information provided in this newsletter, 
whether phone number, email, address or otherwise, 
is for the convenience and use of MPQG members, 
our advertisers and sponsors, and sharing newsletter 
guilds only. The information may not be used or 
sold for advertising, spam, commercial or any 
other purposes without the written approval of the 
MPQG Board. Thank you for your cooperation.

Pines & Needles Newsletter 

http://www.mpqg.org
mailto:carmay@comcast.net
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Editor’s Note: Claudia Sammis provides listings for the Upcoming Quilt Events calendar. The calendar is now well populated and 
much more interesting. Anyone who knows of a quilt event is welcome to provide the information and it will appear in this calendar. 
Please send listings to the Editor: carmay@comcast.net. Thank you. 


Join The Textile Arts Council to receive the online newsletter about their many fiber art-related events. 
The Textile Arts Council is affiliated with both the deYoung and The Palace of the Legion of Honor in San 
Francisco. Example of events: December 14, 2024 - December 7, 2025 Embroidered Histories at the 
de Young. TextileArtsCouncil.org


• October 26 - December 1, 2024 — Make A Way exhibit at Gallery 
Route One, Point Reyes, CA. Reception: October 26, 3 to 5 pm. A 
collection of work created in response to the voting rights crisis that 
restricts the votes of people of color and people with fewer resources.


• November 2 & 3, 2024 — Piecemakers Quilt Guild of Southern 
Alameda County Quilt Show, Ohlone College Newark Center, 
39399 Cherry St, Newark, CA 94560 www.piecemakersguild.org


• January 22 to 25, 2025 – Road to California Quilters Conference 
and Showcase Ontario Convention Center, 2000 E. Convention Center Way, Ontario, CA 
roadtocalifornia.com


• February 20 - 23, 2025 — QuiltCon Phoenix, Presented by the Modern Quilt Guild at the 
Phoenix Convention Center, 100 N. 3rd Street, Phoenix AZ 85004 https://quiltcon.com

Upcoming Quilt Events

V is for Voting

S ome of our amazing members have been recognized and their fine work is on display 
locally. Here are the details:


  * Sherrill Ash has her Monarch quilt on display the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History 
until October 26th. Congratulations Sherrill!  


  * Jaki Canterbury (Owner of Slow Fiber) has several of her pieces on display at the Pacific 
Grove Library as part of their “Texture, Proof of Presence” exhibit. Congratulations Jaki!  


  * Joy Colangelo was selling her amazing handcrafted books in the October Monterey County 
Artist Studio Tour. In anticipation of that event, Joy was interviewed and featured in October 4, 
2024 issue of the Carmel Pine Cone, pages 27/29. Congratulations, Joy! 


I hope that you to go see the fine work done by three of our fellow guild members!  

 


Christi Sutphen

Communications

Membership News

mailto:carmay@comcast.net
http://TextileArtsCouncil.org
http://www.piecemakersguild.org
http://roadtocalifornia.com
https://quiltcon.com
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UFO Challenge   🛸 


T he UFO Challenge is in full swing! We 
have 17 members signed up so far. The 
Challenge is open to all Guild members 

(near and far) and entering is easy:


🧵  Download and complete the fillable PDF 
form for as many projects as you’d like to 
finish (12 projects per form). 


🧵  Pay the $15 donation online or by check 
(sent to me)


🧵  Submit the form(s) by email or print out 
and turn in at the next Guild meeting.


🧵  Submit photos of your finished projects by 
email. Share your finished projects at Guild 
meetings in person or on Zoom.


🧵  The deadline to enter is November 4, 
2024. Complete Challenge details, the entry 
form, and the payment link are available on 
the Guild website: 

mpqg.org/blockofthemonth. 


At the October meeting kick off, Carole Olsen 
won the Ruby Star Society charm pack. 
Congratulations, Carole! For the October Mini 

Challenge, three members finished project #9 on 
their lists. Congratulations to Nancy Holinski, 
Bonnie Adcox, and Marilyn Pospishil-Greve. 
Great work! The November meeting giveaway is a 
$25.00 gift card to Slowfiber in Monterey. Please 
email photos of your finished projects before the 
meeting to be eligible to win!


November Mini Challenge 🎲 


For the November Mini Challenge, we rolled the 
number 7 on the dice. To participate in the Mini 
Challenge, finish project #7 on your list(s) by the 
November 4 meeting and email a photograph of 
your finished project for the virtual Show and Tell 
at the Zoom meeting. You will have a choice of 
prizes: 1) three (3) additional tickets added to the 
drawing; or 2) pick a prize from the prize basket 
at our next in person meeting. Prizes include 
patterns, mystery notions, specialty rulers, and 
Aurifil thread. Good luck!


If you have any questions about the Challenge, 
please email or call me. 


Happy Sewing! 🧵 

Laura Lawrence, Activities Coordinator

lauramlawrence@gmail.com

MPQG Activities

by Laura Lawrence

Hello and Welcome  
to our newest members:


LuAnn Smallman  - San Leandro, CA


Megan Whilden - Monterey, CA


Loreen Kinney,

Membership Chair

Membership News: New Members

October meeting: Loreen Kinney and 

Carole Olsen at the Membership table.


Photo by Susan Michelson

http://mpqg.org/blockofthemonth
mailto:lauramlawrence@gmail.com
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Winter Social and Fundraiser

by Barbara Boyer

I  love the fall season when I quilt more 
and our Winter Social arrives!  The 
Winter Social raises money for our Grant 

Program. Each year we give grants to schools 
and organizations who help us meet our 
mission of preserving the quilt tradition and 
educating people about quilting. Recipients 
have included local schools, youth groups and 
the San Jose Museum of Quilts.

This year's Winter Social will be December 
9th from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM at the Meals on 
Wheels Community Center in Pacific Grove 
(Please bring raffle baskets at 6:15 PM.) It is 
always a fun evening with Raffle Baskets, 
Home-made snacks and desserts, and (just a 
few) games!

Volunteer: We need you to volunteer in order 
to make this year’s Winter Social a success! 
Please contact me at barbboyer51@gmail.com 
or 925-485-4376. Our first (and only) 
planning meeting will be on November 4th, 
5:30 PM at my house. At 6:30 PM we will join 
the regular quilt guild meeting on Zoom.

Food for the Winter Social: Only people 
with even numbers in their birthdate are 
bringing food this year—-I was born in 1958 
so I will be bringing food. Next year the odd 
numbered people will bring food. If your last 
name starts with A, B or C, please bring 
desserts, otherwise bring a savory appetizer!

Raffle Baskets: Some of the Raffle Fabrics 
will be from Martha Wilcox’s collection!!  
Each Friendship Group can use their 
imagination to build a fun basket around 
Martha’s fabric. Of course, you can also start 
your basket from scratch and even choose a 
theme; in previous raffles we have had tea 

baskets, neutral baskets, wine baskets and 
even a barbecue basket! All raffle contents 
should be placed in a basket, decorative box 
or other imaginative container! Please label 
your basket with: Name of Basket (if any), 
Contents and Donor Name(s). Gloria 
Hatton and her daughter Darcy Latta will be 
keeping track of the baskets. When your 
basket is ready, please contact them at: 
dlatta03@gmail.com 

Decorations:  It's time to finish up your 
Holiday Quilt. We love to hang festive quilts 
on the walls! (Please bring quilts at 6:15 PM.)

These two hand-quilted quilts, shown at the 
October meeting, were donated to MPQG and will 

be raffled-off at our festive Winter Social.

Photos by Susan Michelson

mailto:barbboyer51@gmail.com
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
mailto:dlatta03@gmail.com
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C laudia Sammis is the new owner of 
our beloved Back Porch Fabrics! 

 

Like all of us, Claudia learned at the August 
meeting that Gail Abeloe was retiring at the 
the end of October. “I can’t imagine living 
somewhere where there isn’t a great quilt shop!  
I talked to several younger members of the guild 
and offered to be an investor if someone bought the 
shop, but no one took me up on it, so I bought it.” 


Claudia has been a member of the Monterey 
Peninsula Quilters Guild since moving to 
Pacific Grove in 2008. Many of you already 
know her, but she’s given us such a gift, I 
thought it was important and would be nice to 
share her story.

Claudia was born in McMinnville, Oregon, 
but she never really lived there. Her father was 
in the military during World War II and 
stationed in Logansport, Indiana, but as a 
Naval flight instructor he was transferred 
often. After the war, they moved to Southern 
California, where he had a job waiting, and 
Claudia grew up in Lakewood, where her folks 
bought a tract house using the GI Bill.

After two years of college, Claudia married and 
in 1967 her daughter Michelle was born in 
Long Beach. Like many starter marriages, it 
ended in divorce. She returned to college at 

CalState LA and 
graduated with a 
BS degree in 
Dietetics. During 
summer breaks 
she had several 
internships, 
including one at 
Lawry’s Foods and 
when she 
graduated they 
hired her. [For 
those who might 
not be familiar, 
the Lawry’s story 
began in 1938 with an upscale prime rib 
restaurant in Beverly Hills and expanded into a 
line of bottled and packaged seasonings and 
sauce mixes, etc.] 

 Claudia first worked in their test kitchen and 
soon traveled throughout the U.S. to market 
their products. In 1973, they sent her to 
Chicago to be part of the opening crew at their 
new Lawry’s the Prime Rib restaurant there. She 
lived in Chicago for six years, before they 
transferred her back to Los Angeles. During 
those six years, “I became one of those ‘food 
ladies’ on TV that would do a short cooking 
segment on the Sunrise News, or Noon News 
programs.” 


In 1977, while she was at a food industry 
conference in Kansas City, she bumped into 
Fred Sammis, who had been at Lawry’s when 
she was an intern there. He was now working 
for C&H Sugar and living in Larkspur, in 
Marin County, CA. They dated long distance 
for eight years.  

Claudia Sammis & Back Porch Fabrics

by Carmay Knowles

Continued on page 8

Claudia Sammis

 Photo by Carmay Knowles
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Finally, in 1986, Claudia left Lawry’s and 
married Fred. She started consulting for food 
companies and Lawry’s was her first client. She 
continued her work as a ‘TV food lady’ on talk 
shows, and frequently made new product 
presentations at grocery store headquarters. 
This is where Claudia got her background in 
sales and marketing.

Fred retired in 1998 and they moved to Aptos, 
CA, to a property with ten acres where they 
planted a toy vineyard and a small orchard. 
Claudia decided she could retire, too. One of 
the first things Claudia did was take a log 
cabin quilting class at Judy’s Sewing Center in 
Scotts Valley and join the Pajaro Valley Quilt 
Association. The second activity that she 
embarked upon was a Master Gardeners course 
through the UC system, because she loves to 
garden. When she lived in Marin, there was 
plenty of sun so she grew amazing tomatoes, 
now she just grows begonias and 
rhododendron in a fenced off area, or things 
that the deer don’t eat.

As did almost all women of that 
generation, both Claudia’s mom 
and her maternal grandmother 
sewed and they taught Claudia 
how to sew. She made her first 
pair of pajamas when she was 
ten. Claudia said she made 
almost all of her own clothes 
and “like Gail’s dad, my dad said 
I could have as many as I 
wanted, but I had to finish a 
project before I could buy more 
fabric. There was no notion of a 
‘fabric stash!’”


Claudia explained that she also 
came from a line of quilters. 

When she was younger, she hand-quilted on 
her mother’s and grandmother’s quilts. “If I 
was ready early for a date or just watching TV, I 
would sit at the quilting frame and quilt. It 
wasn’t until years later, when I moved to Aptos, 
that I began doing my own quilt tops.”


A few years after she joined the Pajaro Valley 
Quilt Association, she transitioned to making 
art quilts through the guild’s many challenges. 
One of the first people she met was Tracey 
Brookshier, a guild member who organized 
several international quilt challenges. Claudia’s 
quilts have traveled to Japan, Australia, 
England, and Scotland. About that time, she 
also discovered Empty Spools Seminars and she 
signs up annually for their workshops at 
Asilomar. “Six of us just celebrated our 18th 
anniversary of having met at ESS. We come 
together once or twice a year to hang out for a 
week of non-stop sewing, food, and fun.”


As Claudia became more active in the Pajaro 
guild, she volunteered to do their quilt show 

layout. That was followed by a two 
year stint as the quilt show chair. 
Along the way, she took several 
online classes through ed2go.com so 
that she could do the guild’s website 
maintenance. So she speaks HTML!

Claudia says art quilts are her 
favorite, “I like quilts that make your 
eye move around; ones that you have 
to think about how they went 
together.”  She tries to quilt “at least a 
little bit everyday,” and she enjoys the 
inspiration she gains at workshops, 
quilt retreats and the different quilt 
events that she goes to with her 
many quilting friends.

 

Claudia Sammis & Back Porch Fabrics (continued)

Continued on page 9

Claudia Sammis

 Photo by Susan Michelson

http://ed2go.com
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Back Porch Fabrics is actually the reason that 
Claudia and Fred moved to Pacific Grove. In 
2008 they had come down from Aptos with 
another couple for one of the gallery show 
openings. The guys looked at the gallery show 
quilts for a few minutes and then went for a 
walk. Fred happened by a realtors’ window 
and saw pictures of houses for sale. That 
Monday, he decided they were moving to 
Pacific Grove and within a couple of weeks 
they bought their home. By then Claudia 
already knew quite a few people in MPQG 
and she became very active right away. Her 
duties have included both the newsletter and 
the website; she served as Communications 
Chair and was President from 2013 to 2015.


In 2021, Claudia’s husband 
Fred died. She is close to his 
sons, Ned and Steve, 
although neither the boys 
nor her daughter live nearby. 
“I have six grandkids and four 
great-grandchildren!” She also has a sister and a 
brother whom she visits often. Her nephew 
Andrew, her brother’s son, is a computer whiz 
and he’s helping her transition all of the BPF 
computer files.


There is a lot going on right now, including 
going to the Houston Quilt Market. She says, 
“I have a village of people helping me, it really 
does take a village, and all the BPF staff have 
been awesome! It is Claudia Sammis and 
friends because I couldn’t have done it without 
the ‘and friends!’”


Claudia’s plan for Back Porch Fabrics 
is to “keep doing the Gail thing… 
Sometime next Spring I want to bring 
back the classes, the Saturday demos, 
the gallery shows — all of our 

favorites.” There is no set timetable, and we 
won’t have Gail, but Claudia is working to 
keep the vibe and have BPF remain the 
vibrant, loved community icon that Gail 
Abeloe created. Thank you so very much!!

Claudia Sammis & Back Porch Fabrics (continued)

Claudia Sammis choosing fabrics 

for Back Porch Fabrics.

 Photos by Sarah Vasey 

and Stephanie Zunich



Pines & Needles November 2024 Page 10

Our Sponsors

Shop FIRST at our advertisers. 

They can’t live without our support 
and we sure can’t live without them! 

When shopping at the following 
businesses, please thank them for  

supporting our guild.

Hours:

Tues. by appt.


Wed. - Fri. 11-5

Sat. 12-5
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Photos from our October 2024 Meeting

Jody Alexander  “The Art Repair and Reuse”

Jody Alexander and her 

textile repair and reuse art.


Photos by Susan Michelson

 and Carmay Knowles
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October Meeting ~ Show and Tell Quilts

Copyright Notice: © All quilts originally designed by the maker are the intellectual property of the maker and may not be reproduced without permission.

 Photos 
by  

Janice Anderson

Kathrin Brown

Cece Larson

Two quilts by Bonnie Adcox

Suzanne Battaglia
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October Meeting ~ Show and Tell Quilts

Copyright Notice: © All quilts originally designed by 
the maker are the intellectual property of the maker 

and may not be reproduced without permission.

Photos by Susan Michelson

James Potts

Rita Jacques with two quilts.

Dress by Joan Costello
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Keep Connected at a Sewcial!


Our Community Outreach team has 
been busy with all the quilts that 
people donated at our last in-person 

meeting. Special shout out to Linda 
Toeniskoetter and Kathleen Heidrick, who 
donated several gorgeous quilts each. We 
appreciate your donations and would love to 
thank you personally, so please leave your name 
if you drop off quilts and we are otherwise 
occupied or away from the table.


Barbara has been busy 
filling requests for Heart 
Pillows during Breast Cancer 
Awareness month and we 
appreciate all the donations 
from our members.


Liz got a tour of the NICU 
at Natividad and saw first 
hand how our quilts bring 
comfort to the families there.


Fatima gave 18 quilts that didn’t quite fit into 
our size guidelines or that we had in excess to 
support Claudia Sammis’ outreach to Christ 
Child.

If you have a quilt top that’s too small for 
Tummy Time (less than 36” square) or too 
narrow for wheelchairs, dialysis or CASA, 
please consider adding a border. All the sizes 
can be found on our website at: 

mpqg.org/_files/ugd/
3c7d86_735fbbe11aaa4b06b11dfd2421770ef2
.pdf

As we 
transition to 
Zoom over 
the winter 
months, our 
Sewcials will 
be the 
primary 
way to 

connect. The Sewcials are 
designed to build camaraderie 
and to help Community 
Outreach finish items. You can 
use the Sewcials to drop off 
quilts, arrange to pick up labels, 
batting, stuffing or to check out 
the projects we’re working on. 
Sewcials are the third Thursdays 
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at 

the Oldemeyer Center in Seaside.


Please plan on joining in.

Community Outreach

by Fatima Dias

Photos:  Above left: NICU and Overlay quilts.

 Middle: Baby & mom on Tummy Time quilt. 


Right: Newborn on baby quilt

Photos by Fatima Dias

http://mpqg.org/_files/ugd/3c7d86_735fbbe11aaa4b06b11dfd2421770ef2.pdf
http://mpqg.org/_files/ugd/3c7d86_735fbbe11aaa4b06b11dfd2421770ef2.pdf
http://mpqg.org/_files/ugd/3c7d86_735fbbe11aaa4b06b11dfd2421770ef2.pdf
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T he Christ Child Society has their Shower of Love coming up 
on November 2nd. That’s their event where they create the 
layettes that go to the new moms and babies at Natividad 

Hospital. The photo right shows just a few of the layette items that 
each mom receives. The ladies at St. Angela’s have been busy knitting 
and crocheting so that each layette is color coordinated with our quilt.


Of course, many thanks go to Kathleen Heidrick, Jeanne Mills, and 
the Material Girls. Another eighteen thank you’s go to the anonymous 
makers who dropped off their baby quilts at the October MPQG 
meeting. My neighbors are the quilt holder-uppers. By now, you 
probably recognize Betsy Messman, on the right, who is my contact at 
the Christ Child Society.


BTW — The prolific Kathleen also donated three bags of quilts for 
CASA, and one bag of heart-shaped pillows for Breast Cancer 
Awareness month.


Thank you all!

Claudia Sammis

Christ Child Society Liaison

Community Outreach: Christ Child Society Layettes

by Claudia Sammis

The Community Outreach table at our October meeting. 

Photos by Carmay Knowles and Susan Michelson. 

Community Outreach
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E ntering a quilting contest can be both 
thrilling and nerve-wracking. As you 
anxiously wait for the results, you 

might wonder what those quilt judges are 
really looking for. We asked our scribes what 
they hear from the judges. Here are the 
answers:


Needs Blocking


They often hear quilt judges mention that 
quilts need blocking. This means that a quilt 
should be straightened or evened out before 
the final presentation. Blocking can vastly 
improve a quilt's overall appearance by 
ensuring that it lies flat and maintains a 
square, symmetrical shape. Remember, a well-
blocked quilt highlights your piecing accuracy 
and showcases the intricate design you 
worked so hard on. Click here to see picture 
of blocking before binding: 


https://quiltingjetgirl.com/2016/12/24/
blocking-a-quilt-photo-tutorial/.  


Click here to see a Video by Alex Anderson  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3FcgoaqavBI


Reduce Bulky Corners


Bulky corners can detract from the sleek, 
polished look judges appreciate. To reduce 
bulk, try trimming seam allowances or 
pressing seams open rather than to one side. 
This can make a significant difference, 
helping your quilt achieve that clean, smooth 
finish. Plus, your binding will appreciate it 
too, laying much nicer around those corners. 


Aesthetically Pleasing Quilt Sleeve


Ah, the quilt sleeve! While it might seem 
minor, an aesthetically pleasing sleeve is 
important for proper hanging and display. 
Judges look for neat, unobtrusive sleeves that 
don't distract from the quilt itself. Pay 
attention to fabric choice and stitching here, 
as these details reflect your attention to the 
whole piece. Your quilt may be hung where 
the sleeve is visible!


Correct Method for Applying Borders


Yes, it takes a little longer, but for the best 
result apply your borders correctly!  Here’s a 
video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=GdB9LHbm1Gs 


Perfectly Straight Binding


And of course any quilt will benefit from the 
perfect binding - filled and straight. Here is 
the link to Sharon Schambers perfectly 
straight binding again: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2hWQ5-ZccE


We hope these tips make you feel more 
confident about entering into our May 2025 
Quilt Show!

Comments from Quilt Judges

by Barbara Boyer and Kathrin Brown

https://quiltingjetgirl.com/2016/12/24/blocking-a-quilt-photo-tutorial/
https://quiltingjetgirl.com/2016/12/24/blocking-a-quilt-photo-tutorial/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FcgoaqavBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FcgoaqavBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdB9LHbm1Gs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdB9LHbm1Gs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdB9LHbm1Gs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2hWQ5-ZccE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2hWQ5-ZccE
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W ith the article by our Quilt 
Show judge last month and 
another article of tips to prepare 

your quilts this month, we hope you will 
start thinking in earnest about which quilt/s 
to enter into our 2025 show. The Quilt 
Show Entry and Judging forms are attached 
to this newsletter, and you can find them on 
our website as fillable PDFs: https://
www.mpqg.org/quiltshow 


As announced in our September newsletter, 
the judging committee has adjusted the 
judging categories to reflect our standards 
and simplify the selection of the appropriate 
category. Feel free to ask though if you are 
unsure.


Remember, each Under The Sea challenge 
quilt needs an entry form and printed photo 
for our show. We want to see all of them 
hanging together again! So send in your 
form early so you won’t forget!


Kathrin Brown

Judging Committee

Quilt Show Entry 

and Judging Info 

Four of our members have quilts in the just published book 
“Patchwork Luxe” by speaker and teacher and now writer Julia 
McLoud. She spoke and taught a workshop at our guild in 

March 2023. When she was ready to have her book published, she 
contacted students from this workshop and four of us sent her our 
actual quilts. The following guild members have pieces in the “Student 
Works” gallery in the published book: Kathy Addington, Kathrin 
Brown, Helen Egerton and Christi Sutphen. Thus, take a workshop 
and get your piece finished, you just never know what might happen!


If you watched the Sampler Platter in September, you would have seen 
Julia McLeod’s 15-minute demo. She will be a teacher at Empty Spools 
in 2025. More about her at: juliamcleodquilts.com  

Hot Off the Printing Press

M PQG annually awards grants to 
other community groups. The 
grants are small (between $150 

and $250). They are awarded to groups which 
focus on providing educational and creative 
programs that preserve the heritage of quilt 
making, promote craftsmanship in sewing 
and raise public awareness for the art of 
quilting. Grant requests are accepted between 
October 1st and December 31st of each year.


We are asking our membership to use its 
knowledge of the community to help get the 
word out about this opportunity. Maybe you 
know of an organization that does good work 
in this space or one that would start a 
program with funding and supplies? Take a 
grant request form to present to that 
organization or tell Kathrin Brown about that 
organization so that she can contact them 
with an invitation to complete the Grant 
Request Form. (Form available on page 21 or 
at the guild meeting.)


Kathrin Brown - Vice President

Call for Grant Requests

by Kathrin Brown

https://www.mpqg.org/quiltshow
https://www.mpqg.org/quiltshow
http://juliamcleodquilts.com


Pines & Needles November 2024 Page 18

Upcoming MPQG Programs
November 4 6:30 PM


Meeting Speaker Libby Williamson

www.libbywilliamson.com

From Here, There,  
and Everywhere Zoom Only

November 

9 & 10

Workshop

9:30 AM to 
3:30 PM

2-Day 
Workshop

Libby Williamson

www.libbywilliamson.com Wonky Sisters In-person

December 9 6:30 PM Party! The Winter Social 

and Fundraiser Holiday Party In-person 

Only

January 6 6:30 PM

Meeting Speaker Kelly Ashton


https://kellyquilter.com/
Sixty Degrees of 

Inspiration Zoom Only

February 3 6:30 PM

Meeting Speaker Marge Tucker 

www.margetuckerquilts.com/
My Life in Quilts Zoom Only

February 8
Workshop 

9:30 AM to 
3:30 PM

Workshop Marge Tucker

www.margetuckerquilts.com/

Unmarked - 
Contemporary 
Walking Foot 

Quilting

In-person

Our Program Schedule is also on our website at: https://www.mpqg.org/programschedule

November 4 - General Meeting

Zoom Only


Meeting starts @ 6:30 PM

Libby Williamson

From Here, There, and Everywhere

Libby Williamson

https://www.mpqg.org/programschedule
http://www.libbywilliamson.com
http://www.libbywilliamson.com
https://kellyquilter.com/
https://www.margetuckerquilts.com/
https://www.margetuckerquilts.com/
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Friendship Groups are small groups of quilters who meet regularly to enjoy quilting, 
chatting, and sharing in a small group setting. The Friendship Groups listed are open 
to all MPQG Guild members.


Are you interested in being part of a small group? Check the 
roster below for an opportunity that might fit into your 
schedule.


ZOOM groups have worked out well. No need to make 
reservations, no obligation, just a nice quilty visit and always 
open to new quilters. See below for Friendship Groups on 
ZOOM.


For information about joining a specific group, please 
contact the member listed below. For general information 
regarding Friendship Groups or for help starting a Group, 
please contact: 


Marjorie Longo, Friendship Group Coordinator 

831-624-8649 or frummll@gmail.com

MPQG Friendship Groups

by Marjorie Longo

Carmel Valley – Cut-Ups

Meets the 1st Thursday

12-4 PM, St. Dunstan's Church

Liz Rondelle, 831-620-2512, bukavugirl@aol.com

All levels meet to sew, share, mini demos, group 
challenges, and charity quilts. Large work tables 
available. Bring your lunch at noon or drop in 
anytime.

Marina – Otter be Quilting

Meets 2nd and 4th Thursdays 

1:00 - 4:00 PM 

Layne Rahbar’s house, 925-478-9221

layne.rahbar@gmail.com

All levels welcome for discussion and hand work.

Everywhere – Beyond Borders

   Meets the 2nd Tuesday

   1:00 PM, Pacific Time

   Dru Hammond, 831-241-1411 

   druhammond@aol.com 

All levels from near and far meet to sew, share, and  

   visit with old and new friends on ZOOM.

Seaside - Hanging Out at Joan's

Meets the 3rd Tuesday 
3:30 PM at  
Joan Costello's house, 831-247-1907 
beachbreak1250@gmail.com 
Gather to chat, share our work, collaborate,  
and eat plant-based dinners.

Carmel - Out of the Box Quilters

   Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays

   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM, Pacific Time

   Marjorie Longo's house, (831) 624-8649

   frummll@gmail.com

   All levels meet to sew, discuss, and create

mailto:frummll@aol.com
mailto:bukavugirl@aol.com
mailto:layne.rahbar@gmail.com
mailto:druhammond@aol.com
mailto:beachbreak1250@gmail.com
mailto:frummll@gmail.com
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Community Quilt Guidelines and Sizes 
MPQG donates a great number of quilts to members of our community who are in need of 
comfort or support. If you would like to join in the production of these quilts, here are size 
guidelines for you. These are just guidelines so please, enjoy being creative. Every quilt finds a 
home and is appreciated.

Quilts can be machine or hand quilted or tied. Completed “Flimsies” (quilt tops) can be 
donated and will be finished by another quilter.


Community Outreach Quilts. Contact: Fatima Dias


• Quilts for dialysis patients can be 42” x 60”. These should not have a light background.


• Quilts for CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) kids can be 42” x 60” for teens or 40” x 
50” for younger children.


• Quilts for the VTC (Veterans Transition Center) should be twin size, approximately 63” X 90”.


• Bed sized quilts have been donated to victims of local wildfires. While we hope this is not 
repeated, larger quilts always find a home!


NICU quilts are given to area hospitals for babies in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. 

Contact: Liz Rondelle. There are two types:


• Layette quilts: 20” X 24”. No batting is needed if one or both layers are flannel. If both layers 
are cotton, add a light batting. These quilts can be quilted or tied. Quilting should be minimal 
so the quilt will be supple.


• Incubator quilts: 45” square quilts are used to cover the incubators, shielding the babies 
from the lights. These should have batting.


Wheelchair/lap quilts for VNA Hospice of the Central Coast. 32-42” wide by 42-50” long. 
Quilts have batting and a small pocket at the top. Pattern available on the Guild’s website. 
Contact: Barbara Heublein


Port & Heart pillows can bring tremendous comfort during breast cancer/

infusion treatments and surgery. The patterns are on our website. Contact:

Marcia Givvin and Barbara Heublein


Quilts for the Christ Child Society can be 36’ X 45”. Contact: Claudia

Sammis
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Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild   Web Site: www.MPQG.org  
Post Office Box 1025  MPQG is a 501(C)3 Organization 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950  

GRANT REQUEST 
Requests must be received between October 1 and December 31. 
Grants will be awarded contingent upon availability of funds. 

The grants are small, typically about $150 to $250. 
Grant requests will be evaluated by the MPQG Board at the January meeting according to the 
following criteria: 


●Meets goals and objectives of MPQG outreach and mission statement
●Consideration is given to educational and creative programs

Organization _______________________________________Taxpayer ID Number______________ 
Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person ________________________Phone_____________Email: ____________________ 
Payee______________________________________________________________________________

Description of Grant Use and Explanation______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Number of People Affected _______________________ 

Requested Amount ____________________ 

Requestor’s Signature ______________________________________Date______________________ 

Printed Name________________________________________________________________________ 


*********************************************************************************************************************** 

MPQG Board Approval___________________________________________DATE________________ 

Printed Name________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMENTS _________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Additional pages may be attached if more information is required to detail intended purchases. 


Please mail completed form to:  MPQG, PO Box 1025, Pacific Grove, CA  93950.  
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Committee Use Only: 

Preview # ______               Category # if to be judged ______ 

                                                           

2025 Entry Form 
MONTEREY PENINSULA QUILTERS GUILD QUILT SHOW 
May 2, 3 and 4, 2025 
Entry Requirements: 

• This entry must not have been displayed at a previous MPQG quilt show. 
• Please enter as soon as possible.  The deadline to return entry forms and pay judging fee is March 3, 2025 
• Each entry form must be accompanied by a 4X6 photo of the quilt printed on photo paper. 
• Mail the form/s to:  Colleen Johnson, 1580 La Honda Ct, Seaside CA 93955 before the deadline or hand to 

Colleen at a quilt guild meeting on or before March 3, 2025 
•  If you have questions about the forms, call Colleen at 831-999-0444. 
•  No more than five (5) quilts per member may be entered — plus UP T0 THREE (3) 2024 MPQG challenge quilts. 

A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH ENTRY IS NEEDED. 
•  The Quilt Show Committee will send a letter of acceptance and instructions once all of the entries have been 

processed.   
Member Name: ________________________________________________________*Junior under 18 ____ 
 Mailing Address: _____________________________________  City: _________________ Zip: _________ 

 Phone: (H) ______________ (C) ______________ Email: ____________________________ 

Title of Entry: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Maker: ________________________________ Owner: _________________________________ 

Quilted by: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Design Source (be specific): ____________________________________Year Completed ______________  

Story (any comment of interest to visitors in 75 words or less). 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is this entry to be judged?                                                        ___YES ____NO   If YES, complete Judging Form. 
Is this entry a 2024 MPQG Challenge Quilt?                      ___YES ___NO    
Is this entry a Group Challenge Quilt?                            ___YES  NAME:________________        ___NO    
Is this entry for sale? (if so, attach written permission)             ___YES ___NO   If YES, enter sale price $ _______ 

Quilt Size (in inches):            Width ____________ Height __________ 

Note: Although every protection is taken to safeguard your entry, MPQG does not provide property insurance. 
Please make sure your entry is covered under your homeowners insurance. 

Signature___________________________________________________________

*Junior under 18 does not need to be a member of the guild.

Staple your photo HERE 
(It will cover some of the print below) 

WRITE on the back of the photo: 
submitter’s name, quilt name, quilt size
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Preview # ________________      Category Number: _________      Fee Paid: Cash / Check # ___________

Quilt Show Judging Application 2025 

Name: _________________________________Signature ___________________________  

Phone: (H) ______________ (C) ______________ Email: ____________________________ 

Title of Entry:________________________________________________________________________  

Information: Kathrin Brown (408-838-1004) or email: kathrin.brown@gmail.com   

Entry Rules:  
• Each member may enter a total of three (3) items to be judged including challenge quilts.  
• All entries must have been completed within the past three years.  
• Maker of entry must be a member of the MPQG as of March 3, 2025 
• Quilt entries must have 3 layers and be hand quilted or machine quilted or tied.  
• Entry must not have been displayed in a MPQG Quilt Show in the past.  
• Judging fee of $10.00 per quilt must accompany entry, submitted no later than March 3, 2025 

Please List Specific Design Source: Non-original source _____________________________________ 
Original ___________________________________ Book/Pattern _______________________________  
Class/Workshop ____________________________ Other _____________________________________  

Please Check One Category Only (see definitions on page two) :  

  1. Hand Quilted: The quilt must be entirely hand quilted. Any size

  2. Pieced - Small = less than 200” perimeter. Piecing is the primary method of construction 
(either hand or machine)

  3. Pieced - Large = 200” or more perimeter. Piecing is the primary method of construction 
(either hand or machine)

  4. Appliqué: Quilts in this category should be composed at least 50% appliqué (either hand 
or machine). Piecing may be present but appliqué is the showcase.

  5. Modern: Modern quilt designs usually include features such as bold use of color, 
minimalism or maximalism, asymmetry, expansive negative space, high contrast, play on 
scale, alternate grid work and improvisation.

  6. Special Techniques. 

  7. Wall Art, Original: A quilt meant to be hung as a work of art that is original and of the 
maker’s own design. Any photos or artwork used should be the maker’s own work or 
must be clearly transformed from the reference material. 

  8. Wall Art, Other Source: A quilt meant to be hung as a work of art, with the source material 
not original to the maker. 

  9. Group Quilt: A quilt with a top which has been completed by two or more people. 

Ribbons: First, second, and third place and honorable mention MAY be awarded at the discretion of the judge; Best 
of Show – 1; Best Machine Quilting - 1; Best Use of Color - 1; Judge’s Choice - 1 ribbon per judge; Youth Awards - as 
appropriate  
Note: Depending on the number of quilts submitted, the committee reserves the right to split categories by size. 



Pines & Needles November 2024 Page 24


	Pines & Needles
	Newsletter of the Monterey Peninsula Quilters Guild

